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2i2 YALE LAW JOURNAL. 

Fire Insurance as a Valid Contract. By George H. Clement, of 
the New York Bar. Baker, Voorhis and Co., 1903. Sheep, 

PP-. 735- 

This is the best book on fire insurance we have ever seen : clear, 
where other works are complex and confusing; complete, in a 
branch of the law where, from the great diversity of decisions in 
different States, completeness is most to be desired; above all, 
extremely practical. The claim of the publishers that it is the 
most practical, useful and valuable work on the subject is well 
founded. The volume begins with the supposed occurrence of a 
fire and prescribes rules of conduct which should be observed in 
order to arrive at a proper adjustment of claims. Each clause in 
the standard form of policy adopted in the several States is dis- 
cussed. This is followed by a concise statement of the construction 
given the clause by the courts, and the citation of cases. Waiver 
and estoppel, which are often stated in a manner which tends to 
confuse, are elaborated on and clearly explained. Statutory pro- 
visions of the different States affecting claims of the insured in 
case of fire are appended, rendering the book most complete. Its 
chief value would appear to be to acquaint those engaged in com- 
mercial life with the body of the law of fire insurance in any State 
of the union in which they might be interested, and to assist the 
legal profession by giving ideas of the practical application of 
judicial decisions. In this systematic treatise the validity of the 
contract is upheld ; in the near future the author intends to deal with 
conditions in policies which make the contract void. L. M. R. 



